Fire District 3
CLARK COUNTY WASHINGTON

17718 NE 159th Street
Brush Prairie, WA 98606

Questions about the
Annexation Proposal?
City of Ba le Ground Annexa on to Fire District 3
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Answers Can Be Found Here...
What’s on my ballot?
The City of Ba le Ground currently
contracts with Clark County Fire
District 3 to provide ﬁre/EMS. The
proposi on on your ballot is asking
voters to allow the City to annex
into the Fire District instead.
How does this change things?
Currently, City property owners pay
a property tax to the City, and then
the City pays the Fire District to
provide service. Under annexa on,
City property owners would pay a
ﬁre levy directly to the Fire District
at the same rate paid by District
property owners.
District property owners already
pay a ﬁre levy to Fire District 3.
Their levy rate would not change
as a result of annexa on.

Why are the City and Fire District
asking for this?
The cost of the contract will exceed
what the City collects in property
taxes when it has to be renewed.
The City will have to cut emergency
service levels and other community
services to maintain a balanced
budget.
A contract, by its nature, is shortterm. The Fire District cannot plan
or invest in emergency services
long-term or on a regional level in
case the contract is cancelled or not
renewed. This is not cost-eﬀec ve
for taxpayers, nor is it in the best
interest of public safety.
What would annexa on provide?
Annexa on would protect the level
and quality of emergency services
for residents in both communi es.
It would allow the Fire District to

plan for emergency service delivery
long-term and on a regional basis.
All property owners would pay the
same rate for service and be able to
vote for ﬁre commissioners, levies
and bonds.

property value. This is a new levy
for City property owners. The City
would reduce its u lity tax for
water, sewer, stormwater drainage
by 46 percent to oﬀset the cost of
the ﬁre levy.

City residents also would beneﬁt
with addi onal revenue available
for police, road, park and trail
improvements. (A full list of funded
projects can be found on the City
website.)

District property owners would
con nue to pay the same ﬁre levy
rate. The levy rate will not increase
if annexation is approved by voters.

District residents would con nue to
have addi onal units to respond to
emergencies in the District. It also
will maintain our ﬁre preven on
programs in local schools and the
ﬁre marshal services.
How much is the levy?
The ﬁre levy is projected to be
$1.30 per $1,000 of assessed

Thank you for considering our proposal.

Where can I find more information?
City residents can visit
www.cityo g.org/FireAnnexa on.
City Manager Erin Erdman also
welcomes your ques ons (360-342
-5005 erin.erdman@cityo g.org).
Fire District residents are encouraged
to contact Chief Sco Sorenson
(360-892-2331 sco @ﬁre3.org) or
visit www.ﬁre3.org.

