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The City of Ba le Ground contracts with
Clark County Fire District 3 for emergency
services. This means that you pay the City
through your general property tax levy and
the City pays us to respond to your
emergency service calls.
The issue is that call volumes in the City
have increased to the point that the City
cannot aﬀord the contract rate without cuts
to police, roads, parks and other services.
For example, emergency service costs are
$1.35 of the City’s $1.37 general property
tax levy. How does the City fund all the
other services you need – such as police,
traﬃc enforcement, roads and parks –
with just 2-cents/$1,000 of assessed
property value?
A contract rela onship like we have is shortterm and does not allow for long-term
investment. The rate City and Fire District
property owners pay for emergency services
also varies. For example, City property
owners paid less than people in the Fire
District last year. This year, taxpayers in both
jurisdic ons pay the same rate. Next year,
City property owners will pay a bit more as
the ﬁre levy rate drops for Fire District
property owners. If the contract con nues,
this rate disparity will con nue to grow.
Under a contract, City residents also cannot
vote on revenue increases for the Fire
District and elected representa on on our
Board of Fire Commissioners. In my mind,
this is eﬀec vely “taxa on without
representa on” and is a huge concern.

Two years ago, Fire
District taxpayers
supported a tax increase
to improve emergency
services, including
addi onal personnel,
programs and ﬁre preven on services.
This did not increase the City’s cost because
of the contracted rate. Now, the Fire District
has to make investments to beneﬁt our
taxpayers ﬁrst (because it’s their money)
while trying to maintain service levels for
City residents. It’s a hard, unpopular line to
walk, but we have to default to Fire District
taxpayers in this instance.
The fairest op on is to have the City annex
to the Fire District which means all property
owners pay the same for emergency
services. The City plans to oﬀset some of
these costs by reducing its u lity tax. It
also means that the Fire District can plan
regionally for staﬃng and capital needs,
which it can’t do under a contract
rela onship.
Voters in both the City and Fire District must
approve annexa on before it can happen.
We will con nue to provide you with
addi onal informa on before the elec on
in February 2020. In the mean me, feel
free to contact me with ques ons at
(360) 892–2331 or sco @ﬁre3.org.
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Promises Made,
Promises Kept
Two years ago, Fire District 3 taxpayers supported a
ﬁre levy lid li to improve emergency services. Their
support has enabled us to hire three ﬁreﬁghters to
respond to higher call volumes in the Fire District and
purchase apparatus needed to save lives and property,

Fire-Up Bootcamp
Did you know that women have
been ﬁgh ng ﬁre for 200 years in
our country? Currently, more
than 7,000 women hold career
ﬁreﬁgh ng and ﬁre oﬃcer’s
posi ons in the United States.
And, Fire-Up Bootcamp is a great
opportunity for women who are
interested in a career in the ﬁre
Asst. Chief
service or volunteering. Fire
Barbara Widlund
District 3 Assistant Fire Chief Barbara
Widlund was an instructor at the camp this year where
17 par cipants received hands on prac cal experience
and career coaching. Fire District 3 hopes to host the
program in 2020. Interested par es can learn more at
www.ﬁreupbootcamp.com.

like the squad or “brush truck” featured here. The Fire
District also has improved its training, paramedic and
ﬁre risk reduc on programs, the last of which had
been cut due to budget constraints. We appreciate
the support of our taxpayers, operate under a balance
budget and have passed all our ﬁnancial audits by
the state.
Vintage photo of women firefighters

