
BATTLE GROUND CITY COUNCIL MEETING    October 2, 2006 
 
City Clerk Claire Lider called the roll.  The following were: 
 

PRESENT: Mayor John G. Idsinga, Deputy Mayor Sandra Barnes and 
Councilmembers Reinhold, Regan, Ganley, Walters, and Ciraulo. 

 
 ABSENT:  None. 
 

ALSO PRESENT: City Manager Eric Holmes, Deputy City Manager Dennis Osborn, 
Public Works Director / City Engineer Sam Adams, Community 
Development Director Brian Carrico, Finance and Information 
Services Director David Reeves, Chief of Police James McDaniel, 
Lieutenant Roy Butler, City Attorney Brian Wolfe, Executive 
Liaison Adrienne DeDona, and City Clerk Claire Lider.  

 
PRESS: Heidi Wallenborn, The Reflector. 

 
 
 
COUNCIL SENTIMENTS 
Councilmember Reinhold announced that he moved all the items for the Food Bank Auction and 
delivered the items to the high bidders on Sunday.  He added that he was in the process of 
moving into a new house and stated that the process made him think of all the wonderful 
memories he had about living in Battle Ground.  He said it is the best place he has ever lived. 
 
Deputy Mayor Barnes said that the Kiwanis Park Grand Opening was “amazing”; she thanked 
City staff and the Parks Advisory Board.  She added that the Parks Advisory Board does a lot of 
work on behalf of parks improvements and has a big impact on the City’s parks.  She gave 
thanks to Parks Advisory Board Chair Tom Schultz for speaking during the ceremony.  Ms. 
Barnes said there were a lot of people that attended the ceremony and that she thought this 
was the start of something big to come. 
 
Councilmember Walters agreed with Deputy Mayor Barnes and said that she was amazed at 
the amount of people at the park.  She said that she thought the City was moving in the right 
direction.  She thanked Councilmember Ganley for promoting the addition of a water feature to 
the park. 
 
Councilmember Ganley thanked Mayor Idsinga, Councilmember Ciraulo and Councilmember 
Reinhold for helping with the North County Community Food Bank Auction; he added that there 
was a huge turnout at the event.   
 
He said that the Kiwanis Park Groundbreaking had a great turnout, as there were a lot of people 
and energy.  He added that he drove by Kiwanis Park for two consecutive days after the 
groundbreaking ceremony and saw that there were lots of people enjoying the park.  He added 
that he thought that more play equipment and a slide should be added to the park.  He noted 
that there were a lot of bikes and skate boarders.   
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Mr. Ganley said that the C-TRAN Director search is down to 5 candidates, and then he gave an 
update on the selection process.  He said that the candidates would be at City Hall on October 
13, 2006 at 3:30 p.m. and invited all to attend.  He suggested that this information be placed on 
the City website. 
 
 
MAYORÕS REPORT 
Mayor Idsinga stated that he thought Kiwanis Park was awesome.  He said that there were lots 
of kids enjoying the park and estimated that there were about 600 – 700 people at the event.  
Mayor Idsinga added that there were lots of excited kids that came up to him.   
 
He commented that he was at Kiwanis Park helping the North County Community Food Bank by 
working on commodities there and there were 13 families there at around 11 a.m.  He said that 
the City Council is to be commended for their work on the park.  He thanked Public Works 
Director / City Engineer Sam Adams for his work on the project.   
 
He said that the North County Community Food Bank had an auction on Saturday and the 
amount of money that was made will probably be available on Wednesday.  He thanked 
Councilmembers Ciraulo and Reinhold for their participation in the event. 
 
Mayor Idsinga said that, prior to the Council Meeting, in Suite 275; Federal Lobbyist Interviews 
were being conducted.  He said that three lobbyists had been interviewed and there would be a 
debrief amongst the panelists next week.  Mayor Idsinga said that he expected a 
recommendation to be made to the Council around the 1st of November.  
 
 
CITIZENS COMMUNICATIONS 
Bill Tucker, 13915 NE 239th Street, Battle Ground, WA 98604 
Mr. Tucker thanked the City Council for their efforts on Kiwanis Park.  He submitted a letter 
signed by the President of Kiwanis (attached).  He noted that it was a similar group of people 
that came up with the idea for Kiwanis Park originally.  He thanked City Manager Eric Holmes 
and Mayor Idsinga for coming up with the idea to talk to New Tradition Homes in order to 
procure an exterior renovation of the building.  He said that the Kiwanians are happy to be 
located there. 
 
Mayor Idsinga said that the park was donated to the City by the Kiwanians many years ago, as 
they had the foresight to know that the City would need a park.  He thanked the Kiwanians. 
 
Dan Mueller, 915 NE 8th Avenue, Battle Ground, WA 98604 
Mr. Mueller said that, on behalf of the Old Town Battle Ground Merchants Association, he would 
like to invite the City Council and the public to attend the 1st Annual Community Action Planning 
Meeting.  He said that the meeting will be held at Irby’s from 9 a.m. until noon on October 21, 
2006.  He said that the focus of the meeting will be to build ties with community organizations, 
such as the library, Kiwanis, etc.  He added that there is no cost to attend the meeting. 
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With no further comments,  Mayor Idsinga cl osed the Citi zens Communications portion of 
the meeti ng. 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
All items listed below are considered to be routine and will be enacted by one motion.  There will 
be no separate discussion of these items unless a Councilmember requests specific items to be 
removed from the Consent Agenda for discussion prior to the time council votes on the motion 
to adopt the Consent Agenda. 
 

A. Payroll Vouchers 09/20/06 #24653 to #24664 for $8,160.00 and DD $45,035.00 
B. Minutes of the September 18, 2006  City Council Meeting 
C. Claim Vouchers 09/08/06 #48478 to #48588 in the amount of $301,828.08 

 
Moved by Counci lmember Reinhold and seconded to approve the consent agenda as 
presented.  Motion car ried. 
 
 
Blonski  Annexati on Notice of Intent:  Moti on  
Community Development Director Brian Carrico stated that, on September 6, 2006, the City 
received a notice of intent from Mr. Blonski as presented in the City Council packet.  He said that 
the property has one parcel and is signed by one party.  The parcel is 7.5 acres in size and the 
zoning is urban low density residential, R3.  He described the boundaries and noted that a creek 
runs through the property. 
 
He said that tonight is the meeting that is required so that the City Council can meet with the 
initiating party to decide whether to accept, reject or geographically modify the property and 
choose the zoning of property, and whether or not the property should assume debt. 
 
Mr. Carrico noted that, because the property is small, there are relatively no impacts.  He said that 
since the Council has had discussions on sewer treatment capacity several times, with regards to 
annexations, he was not going to go into detail on this matter.  He added that, as usual, the most 
conservative route is not to annex the property 
 
There was discussion on the inclusion of the parcels to the East. 
 
Ramona Kirsch, 21710 37 Place West, Brier, WA 
Ms. Kirsch said that she is before the City Council tonight on behalf of her father who owns the 
property.  She said that her dad has owned the property for 30 years.  When he bought it, he 
thought that he could use the property to build a house, then her mom passed away and now he 
just uses it for gardening.  She said that the taxes on the property are “astronomical” as he is 86 
years old and has a limited income.  She said that he cannot pay for the property and knows this 
is not the City Council’s problem; however she would like to see him enjoy the property.  She 
noted that it is a beautiful property and he currently rents it to a farmer to grow wheat on.  She 
reiterated that the taxes and working on the property is becoming too much [for her father].   
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Ms. Kirsch said that she would like to see her father enjoy the property.  She added that she 
would like to move through the annexation process as soon as possible.  She said that she had 
talked to the owner of the neighboring property about a year ago and the neighbor was unsure as 
to whether or not they wanted to be annexed into the City. 
 
There was discussion on sewer. 
 
There was discussion of expansion of the area. 
 
Moved by Counci lmember Walter s and seconded to accept the Blonski  Annexation Noti ce 
of Intent as submi tted.  Motion car ried. 
 
Community Development Director Brian Carrico asked the City Council to clarify the zoning for the 
property, if the property would be subject to an agreement and if the property would assume its 
proportionate share of indebtedness.   
 
There was discussion on the zoning of the property. 
 
It was the consensus of the City Counci l to zone the property as R3, have the property 
assume its proportionate share of indebtedness and create a sewer over lay distr ict  for the 
area. 
 
There was continued discussion on zoning as the petitioner requested R7 zoning. 
  
Ms. Kirsch asked if the property could be changed to R7 tonight. 
 
City Manager Eric Holmes said that the timing of the zoning change is up to the City Council. 
 
Mr. Kirsch said that she has to come from Seattle to come before the Council, so she would like to 
have the zone change now. 
 
There was discussion on the proposed zone change. 
 
Mr. Holmes said that if the City Council does not include it with the annexation, the property owner 
could do it through the quasi-judicial process, however there is a fee of about $3,000 to do it in 
this manner.  He said that there are efficiencies for the family if the Council was to consider it now 
and the property would still have public hearings to go through the zoning.   
 
City Attorney Brian Wolfe said that, although it would take more time, the property could go 
through the annual process to seek a zoning change with no charge. 
 
Moved by Counci lmember Walter s and seconded to amend the noti ce of intent to reflect 
zoning of R7 fr om R3.  All in favor wi th Deputy Mayor Barnes opposi ng, moti on carried. 
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Ordinance #06-017 Amending the Fireworks Ordinance Regarding Permi tt ed Timi ng of 
Sales:  Consi derati on  
City Clerk Claire Lider read Ordinance No. 06-017 by title. 
 
Community Development Director Brian Carrico stated that the ordinance before the City Council 
tonight reflects our fireworks ordinance being consistent with state law.  Mr. Carrico reviewed the 
changes to the ordinance as presented in the Council packet. 
 
There was discussion on “non-profits”. 
 
Counci lmember Regan left the meeting at 7:43 p.m. 
 
Moved by Counci lmember Ganley and seconded to approve Ordinance #06 - 017 as 
presented. Call for the vote:  Ayes, Counci lmembers Ciraulo, Ganley, Reinhold, Walters, 
Deputy Mayor Barnes and Mayor Idsi nga.  Nays, none.  Moti on car ried. 
 
 
Ordinance #06 Ð 013 Correcti ng Adopted Development Regulati ons:  Presentati on  
City Clerk Claire Lider read Ordinance No. 06-013 by title. 
 
Assistant Planner Robert Maul said that, on June 19, 2006, the City Council passed an 
ordinance that inadvertently contained an omission and an error.   
He reviewed the changes that this ordinance would correct: 

• Section 1 of Ordinance No. 06 – 013 adds language to a new section that was omitted 
from the previous ordinance. 

• Section 2 of Ordinance No. 06 – 013 revises language in BGMC 17.129.040, which 
contains standards for height limitations.  The indented changes regarding height, as 
previously presented to council were for section 17.129.050. 

• Section 3 of Ordinance No. 06 – 013 changes BGMC 17.129.050 to allow for accessory 
building heights to exceed that of the principle dwelling, but not to exceed the maximum 
height for the district by allowing a Type I review, and removing the requirement to 
obtain a Conditional Use Permit. 

 
Moved by Counci lmember Reinhold and seconded to approve Ordinance #06 - 013 as 
presented. Call for the vote:  Ayes, Counci lmembers Ciraulo, Ganley, Reinhold, Walters, 
Deputy Mayor Barnes and Mayor Idsi nga.  Nays, none.  Moti on car ried. 
 
 
 
Commerce Parkway Park Obligati ons:  Presentation 
Community Development Director Brian Carrico said that this agenda item came up in March 
when staff received a letter from Mr. Gus Harb, representing New Tradition Homes.  The letter 
requested that the City accept previously issued impact fees in lieu of the required park 
improvements in the Commerce Parkway Planned Unit Development. 
 
Counci lmember Regan returned to the meeti ng at 7:48 p.m. 
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He explained that this concept was introduced to the Council in April 2006 and the Council 
stated that they wanted to see a park developed for the residence of the Commerce Parkway 
Development and were not willing to accept the park impact fee credits. 
 
Mr. Carrico further explained that the developer is proposing to develop a variety of recreational 
spaces in the “village” to meet their required park obligation.  He reviewed the following plans as 
presented in the City Council packet:  

- Figure 1 site plan 
- Figure 2 
- Figure 3 
- Figure 4 

 
Mr. Carrico added that the developer would like to use this proposal of a “pure park”.   He said 
that there are still questions to be answered like, would they dedicate or maintain ownership, 
would the area be open to public, and how does acreage compare.  He said that he is not 
looking for decision, but rather direction.  Mr. Carrico said that Mr. Harb is here tonight 
representing New Tradition Homes.   
 
Councilmember Ciraulo said that he is more inclined to accept the idea if the City is not 
responsible for the area.  He also stated that he is concerned with the wetland pond area filling 
up with water and being overgrown with weeds. 
 
There was discussion about a play area. 
 
There was discussion about the wetland areas, trees and the play structure. 
 
After the discussion, Mr. Carrico restated the general consensus of the City Council: 

• The concept is appropriate. 
• Maintenance of the area is a concern, especially the maintenance of the water areas. 
• The area should be open to the general public. 
• The Council is not concerned about meeting the “acre for acre”. 
• The Council is concerned with the access to water areas. 
• The Council is interested in adding a basketball hoop. 

 
Mr. Carrico said that staff would review the issues brought up by the Council and this item would 
come back before the City Council as an amendment to the development agreement. 
 
Battl e Ground Sports Complex Prelimi nary Design:  Presentation 
Public Works Director / City Engineer Sam Adams introduced Ben Johnson, of Walker – Macy 
and Tim Richard of SERA.  He then gave a PowerPoint entitled, “Battle Ground Sports Complex 
– 50% Development Plans”: 

• Presentation Agenda 
o Updated Site Plan 
o Photo Images of Propstra Field 
o Field of Dreams Plans and Sections 
o Architectural Graphics 
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Mr. Richard gave detailed description of: 

• Battle Ground Sports Complex Site Plan, October 2006 
• Image Board – Propstra Field 

o Detailed images of Propstra Field 
o 300 – 400 spectators 

• Stands and concession location 
• Field of Dreams – Option 1 

o $1.7 million cost addition 
• Wetland boundaries relative to the relation of the ball fields. 
• Field of Dreams – Option 2 

o $800,000 cost addition 
• Cross Section of Stadiums 

 
There was discussion about: 

• The potential of losing a ball field to a wetland. 
• Costs for stadiums. 
• An off-leash dog area. 

 
There was continued discussion about the potential of losing a ball field to a wetland. 
 
There was discussion on lighting. 
 
Mr. Adams said this project is at 50% development right now. 
 
Mr. Johnson, of Walker - Macy presented diagrams of the: 

- Concessions and Restroom Building 
- Dugout and Scorekeeper 
- Picnic Shelter and restroom 
- Maintenance Building  

 
Mr. Adams said that there would be many opportunities to review and comment on the Sports 
Complex.  He added that he will be meeting with the Little League this Thursday.  The Little 
League expressed interest in having bigger buildings and potentially helping fund a portion of 
this endeavor.    
 
Mr. Adams said that staff would keep moving forward with the six fields. 
 
 
 
Prelimi nary Budget Delivery and Intr oducti on:  Presentation 
Finance and Information Services Director David Reeves delivered the preliminary 2007 budget.   
 
City Manager Eric Holmes gave a quick overview of the budget and said that it would be before 
the Council numerous times before it is passed in December. 
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He said that the total budget for 2006 is $46,621,202 and has a very aggressive capital 
program, with $21 million for capital projects.  He commented that this is a big construction year. 
 
Mr. Holmes said that there will be six more opportunities to review the budget and hold public 
hearings.  He added that there would also be optional meetings, with a potential adoption on 
December 4, 2006.  He said that this year would be “tighter” than any other year as there are 
less discretionary funds and very limited staffing increases. 
 
He reminded the Council to bring their budget books to all Council meetings. 
 
 
Admi nistr ati ve Reports  
Community Development Director Brian Carrico gave an update on the installation of the flag 
poles at the Gardner Center. 
 
Community Development Director Brian Carrico said that he received a proposal from Randy 
Printz and parties he represents for a preannexation development agreement.  He showed the 
area of the property (attached).  He then described the property. 
 
He said that he would like the Council’s consensus to know if they would like to pursue this 
annexation.  He added that, if the Council is willing to pursue such an agreement, staff will bring 
back a draft agreement for discussion. 
 
It was the consensus of the City Counci l to have staff bring back a draft agreement for 
discussion. 
 
City Manager Eric Holmes said that he anticipates an aggressive development agreement 
timeframe. 
 
Public Works Director / City Engineer Sam Adams gave an update on Kiwanis Park.  He said 
that the City held a great open house.  He said that there are a couple of “vocal” individuals who 
were in attendance that were concerned about the lighting in the park.  He said that he received 
approval for the lighting currently installed through the Community Development Department; 
however he is in the process of getting a light meter from City of Vancouver to make sure the 
lighting is ok.  He said that there are options for reducing the lighting, such as hoods, shields 
and the changing of light bulbs to sodium bulbs.  Mr. Adams added that this is simply an update 
on why the lighting in the park is being checked on. 
 
There was a discussion on lighting. 
 
Councilmember Ganley said that he would like to make sure that there are no wooden benches 
in Mr. Gus Harb’s plan. 
 
Councilmember Walters noted that there are six dead trees in front of Fred Meyer. 
 
Mr. Adams said that Fairgrounds Phase 1 is moving ahead, work on first bowl in the skate park 
will begin this week. 
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Mr. Holmes gave the City Council an update on the request for qualifications for real estate 
brokerage services on the 20th Avenue Property.  He said that he had the opportunity to sit 
down with Mr. Scott Fraser of Kitter Matthews to negotiate terms of the sale.  He said that he 
expects ratification of the contract on October 16, 2006. 
 
Mr. Holmes announced that October 9, 2006 is the North County Issues roundtable, which will 
be held in the City Council Chambers.  He said that participants limited to two per area, and 
Deputy City Manager Dennis Osborn and Mayor John Idsinga will be representing Battle 
Ground.  He said that others are welcomed to observe.  
 
He said that, next Tuesday, is the Annual Legislative Reception, which will be held at 6 p.m. in 
Longview. 
 
Councilmember Ganley noted he would be at C-TRAN at that time. 
 
Mayor Idsinga added that all attending should meet at 4:50 p.m. on that day to carpool. 
 
Mr. Holmes announced that tonight is his last Council meeting and he thanked the City Council.  
 
Mayor Idsinga expressed his thanks to Mr. Holmes and added that he helped to make the City 
of Battle Ground a City of reference. 
 
Mr. Holmes requested an Executive Session to discuss pending litigation, labor relations and 
personnel, and estimated the session would last 1 hour and 20 minutes, with action to follow.  
 
Moved by Counci lmember Reinhold and seconded to enter  into Executi ve Sessi on to 
discuss pending liti gation, labor relati ons and personnel, wi th an esti mated time of 1 
hour and 20 mi nutes, wi th acti on to follow.  Motion carried. 
 
There was a 5-minute break at 8:58 p.m. 
 
Executi ve Sessi on began at 9:03 p.m. 
 
The regular meeti ng resumed at 10:15 p.m. 
 
Moved by Counci lmember Ciraulo and seconded to authorize the Mayor to execute a 
contract for Mr. Dennis Osborn to act as Inter im City Manager commenci ng October 16, 
2006, for a period up to si x months.  It is acknowledged that Mr. Osborn does not 
currentl y reside insi de of the City limi ts and that provisi on shall be waived for the 
purposes of this interim appointment.  Moti on car ried. 
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The meeti ng was adjourned at 10:18 p.m. 
 
 
 
_______________________________________ ___________________________________ 
John G. Idsinga,     Claire Lider, 
Mayor       City Clerk 
 
 

Meetings of the Battle Ground City Council are recorded on audio tapes.  These tapes are kept 
on file in the office of the City Clerk for a period of six (6) years. 

 


