
Our purpose is to provide for the delivery of safe, high quality water for all water users within the City 
of Battle Ground.  This report is designed to give you, our customers, an overview of Battle Groundôs 
water quality for 2008.  You will discover where your water comes from and what steps are taken to 

guarantee you receive water that is safe to drink every time you turn on your tap.   

Your water F.a.q.  

How much fluoride is in my tap water? 
 

Battle Groundôs water is fluoridated to 1 milligram per liter.  This 
low dose of fluoride is intended to help reduce dental disease 
and promote overall oral health in children and adults. 
 

Why is there chlorine in my drinking water? 
 

Regulations require water to contain a disinfectant residual as a 
precaution against potential contaminants that might somehow 
enter the system.  Chlorine, which destroys illness-causing     
organisms, fulfills this requirement.  If you are bothered by the 
taste or smell of chlorine, just fill a pitcher with water and let it sit 
in the refrigerator for several hours prior to drinking it.  The     
chlorine will react with the air and evaporate from the water.   
 

What is the hardness rating of my water? 
 

Battle Ground water contains between 7 to 10 grains of hardness 
which is typical for this area.  This information can be helpful 
when installing water softeners or certain appliances.   
 

Why does my water appear orange at times? 
 

The City of Battle Ground has four wells producing water high in 
iron.  One well is treated with a sequestering agent, a process 
similar to water softening.  The other three wells use a filter   
system to remove iron and manganese. 
 

Although rare, there are times when iron can enter the water 
system and you may experience orange colored water.           
Discolored water is unsightly and will often time produce an odor  
accompanied by a metallic taste, yet it possesses no health risk.  
If you should experience discolored water or water that has an 
odor, please contact the Public Works to report the condition.   

Water and Your Health  
 

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be    
expected to contain at least small amounts of some                
contaminants.  The presence of contaminants doesnôt            
necessarily indicate that water poses health risks.  Some people 
may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water then 
the general population.  An immunocompromised person such as 
persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who 
have undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or 
other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can 
be particularly at risk from infections.  These people should seek 
advice about drinking water from their healthcare providers.   

Monitoring Your Water  
To ensure that water is safe to drink, the Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) and the Washington State Department of Health 

prescribe regulations that limit the amount of certain contaminants 

in water provided by public water systems.  To meet these        

standards the City has contracted with a State certified laboratory 

to conduct all water quality analyses.  Analyses were performed on 

water samples are regularly taken from the source wells and     

distribution system.  The wells were tested for chemical, physical, 

radioactive, and bacteriological parameters as required by Federal 

and State regulations. 

In addition to well testing, we monitor the water quality throughout 

the distribution system.  Several key locations within the distribution      

system have been selected for this purpose.  Each location is 

tested for bacteria, color, turbidity, odor, and disinfectant level to 

assure that you receive safe and high quality drinking water.                 

Both tap water and bottled water come from a variety of sources 

including rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, and 

wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or through the 

ground, it dissolves naturally-occurring minerals and, in some 

cases, radio-active material, and can pick up substances resulting 

from the presence of animals or from human activity. 

Contaminants that may be present in source water before we treat 
it include: 

Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which 

may come from sewage treatment plants, septic systems,  
agricultural livestock operations and wildlife. 

Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can 

be naturally-occurring or result from urban stormwater runoff, 
industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas    
production, mining or farming. 

Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of 

sources such as agriculture and residential uses. 

Radioactive contaminants, which are naturally occurring. 

Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and    

volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products of industrial 
processes and petroleum production, and can also come from 
gas stations, urban stormwater runoff, and septic systems. 

Step #1 - Disinfection:  A small amount of chlorine is added to 
eliminate bacteria and micro organisms that may be in the water. 
 

Step #2 - Filtration:  Water passes through filters containing a 
granular material that removes very small particles from the water.  
 

Step #3 - Fluoridation  
 

Routine water samples are taken and tested to ensure your 
water meets all of the Environmental Protection Agencyôs 

standards for healthy water.   

Our Water Treatment Process  



Chemical  Results  Units  SRL Trigger  MCL 

Vinyl Chloride  0 Mcg/L .5 .5 2.0 

1,1-Dichloroethylene  0 Mcg/L .5 .5 7.0 

1,1,1-Trichloroethane  1.2 Mcg/L .5 .5 200 

Carbon Tetrachloride  0 Mcg/L .5 .5 5.0 

Benzene  0 Mcg/L .5 .5 5.0 

1,2-Dichloroethane  0 Mcg/L .5 .5 5.0 

Trichloroethylene (7)  0 Mcg/L .5 .5 5.0 

1,4-Dichlorobenzene  0 Mcg/L .5 .5 75 

Dichloromethane  0 Mcg/L .5 .5 5.0 

trans -1,2-Dichloroethylene  0 Mcg/L .5 .5 100 

Cis-1,2-Dichloroethylene  0 Mcg/L .5 .5 70 

1,2-Dichloropropane  0 Mcg/L .5 .5 5.0 

Toluene  0 Mcg/L .5 .5 1,000 

Methylene Chloride  1.6 Mcg/L .5 .5 N/A 

Tetrachloroethylene (8)  1.9 Mcg/L .5 .5 5.0 

Chlorobenzene  0 Mcg/L .5 .5 100 

Ethylbenzene  0 Mcg/L .5 .5 700 

Styrene  0 Mcg/L .5 .5 100 

1,2-Dichlorobenzene  0 Mcg/L .5 .5 600 

1,2,4-Trichlorobenzene  0 Mcg/L .5 .5 70 

Total  Xylenes  0 Mcg/L .5 .5 N/A 

m/p Xylenes (MCL for 0 Mcg/L .5 .5 10,000 

Volatile Organic Chemicals  

Chemical  Results  Units  SRL Trigger  MCL 

Arsenic (1)  0 Mg/L .01 .06 .05 

Barium (1)  0 Mg/L .1 2 2 

Cadmium  0 Mg/L .002 .005 .005 

Chromium (1)  0 Mg/L .01 .1 .1 

Mercury  0 Mg/L .0005 .002 .002 

Selenium  0 Mg/L 5 .05 .05 

Beryllium  0 Mg/L .005 .004 .004 

Nickel  0 Mg/L .003 .1 .1 

Antimony  0 Mg/L .04 .006 .006 

Thallium  0 Mg/L .005 .002 .002 

Cyanide  0 Mg/L .002 .2 .2 

Fluoride (2)  1.3 Mg/L .05 2 4 

Nitrite -N 0 Mg/L .2 .5 1 

Nitrate -N (3) 1.24 Mg/L .5 5 10 

Total Nitrate/Nitrite  0 Mg/L .5 5 10 

Hardness  128 Mg/L 10 N/A N/A 

Turbidity  .41 NTU .1 1 1 

Inorganic Chemicals  

Chemical  Results  Units  SRL Trigger  MCL 

Chloroform  0 Mcg/L .5 .5 N/A 

Bromodichloromethane  0 Mcg/L .5 .5 N/A 

Chlorodbromomethane  .7 Mcg/L .5 .5 N/A 

Bromoform  .58 Mcg/L .5 .5 N/A 

Chloromethane (1)  0 Mcg/L .5 .5 N/A 

Bromomethane  0 Mcg/L .5 .5 N/A 

Chloroethane  0 Mcg/L .5 .5 N/A 

1,1-Dichloroethane  0 Mcg/L .5 .5 N/A 

EPA Unregulated  

Chemical  Results  Units  SRL Trigger  MCL 

Iron (4)  .12 Mg/L .1 .3 .3 

Manganese (4)  0 Mg/L .01 .05 .05 

Silver (4)  0 Mg/L .01 .1 .1 

Chloride (5)  70.95 Mg/L 20 250 250 

Sulfate (6)  4.69 Mg/L 10 250 250 

Zinc (4)  0 Mg/L .2 5 5 

Sodium  28.1 Mg/L 5 N/A N/A 

Conductivity  421 Mg/L 10 700 700 

Color  5 CU 5 15 15 

EPA Regulated (Secondary)  

Notes: 
(1) Erosion of natural deposits 
(2) Fluoride: Water additive that promotes strong teeth 
(3) Nitrate - N: Erosion of natural deposits, septic systems,       

sewage and pesticides 
(4) Erosion of natural deposits 
(5) Chloride: Natural occurring by-product 
(6) Sulfate: Naturally occurring 
(7) Discharged from metal degreasing sites and other factories 
(8) Discharge from industrial and/ or commercial sites 

 

Highest level tested is indicated and is not indicative of consistent 
testing on this element. 

Contact Us!  
 

Public Works Water Department  
1308 SE Grace Avenue 

Battle Ground, WA 98604 
 
 

Hours - (weekdays) 7:30 a.m.ï 4:30 p.m.  
 

(360) 342-5350 - After Hours Emergency Pager (360) 418-5749 
 

For all questions relating to your water bill please call the Cityôs 
Finance Department at (360) 342-5000. 

What do these tables mean?  

This table shows the results of our water quality analysis.  Every 
regulated contaminant that we detect in the water, even in the 

most minute traces, is listed here.  The table contains the name of 
each substance, the highest level allowed by regulation (MCL), 
the ideal goals for public health, the amount detected and the 

usual sources of contamination.   

Acronyms: 
MCL - Maximum Contaminant Level  
SRL - State Reporting Level 
Trigger - DOH drinking water         
 response level 

Units: 
MCG/L = Micrograms/ Liter 
ppb = Parts per Billion 
Mg/L = Milligrams per Liter 
ppm = Parts per Million  



 

 

Cal Newton  
Public Works Foreman 

 
Hire Date:  

November 14, 1978 
 
 

 

 

Shawn Scott  
Maintenance Worker IV 

 
Hire Date:  

May 8, 1984 

Cal Newton began working for the City as a Maintenance Worker 
30 years ago.  Over his tenure Cal has seen many improvements 
to the Cityôs Water Department, including the replacement of 
nearly five miles of the Cityôs aging water mains between 1996 
and 2004.  Cal said that by replacing these worn water mains the 
City reduced the average water leaks from approximately six 
leaks per week to an average of six leaks per year.   
 
Now, as foreman of the Cityôs Water, Sewer and Facilities       
Divisions, Cal is responsible for ensuring the City is in compliance 
with all  water regulations with the Stateôs Department of Health 
and the oversight of day to day maintenance and operation of the 
Cityôs water and sewer systems and all City facilities.   

Shawn Scott is a lead maintenance worker in the Water/ Sewer/ 
Facilities Division of the Public Works Department.  Shawnôs    
primary responsibilities include maintaining  the proper function of 
all of the Cityôs eight wells, taking water samples for testing, and 
maintaining the water systemôs fluoride and chlorine pumps.  
 
When asked what improvements he saw on the horizon for the 
Cityôs Water Department, Shawn noted the proposed Clark Public 
Utilities (CPU) Intertie Project.  He stated that this Project would 
help reduce the water shortage the City currently experiences 
during the summer months.  The CPU Intertie Project is still in the 
planning phase, with construction budgeted to being in Fall 2009. 

Don Risto has been employed at the City of Battle Ground since 
February of 2002 and has worked in every division of the Public 
Works Department.   Although there is still some occasional cross 
over, Don is primarily assigned to the Water Department and   
specializes in the inspection of backflow prevention assemblies.   
 
Backflow prevention assemblies are typically found on home lawn 
sprinkler systems, building water supply lines, fire protections 
lines, gas charged soda dispensing machines, bar equipment and 
private wells.   These devices help prevent the introduction of  
pollution and contaminants into the Cityôs water system.  Don  
advises that by testing these devices annually you will help     
improve the Cityôs water quality program and ensure safe and 
clean drinking water for all of our residents.   

Like Don, Chuck Kraus has also worked in every division of the 
Public Works Department including Water, Sewer, Facilities, 
Streets, Parks and Drainage.  For the past several years Chuck 
has been charged with the installation and maintenance of all of 
the water meters throughout the City.   
 
Water meters are used to measure the amount of water           
consumed on a monthly basis by both residents and businesses 
and give a reading that produces your monthly water statement.  
Chuck suggests that if you notice a significant increase in your 
monthly water statement you should get your water system     
inspected by licensed plumber or by the City to ensure you do not 
have a leak in your water system.  Chuck says that the most   
common and costly leak is a running toilet.   

 

 

Don Risto  
Maintenance Worker III 

 
Hire Date:  

February 19, 2002 

 

 

Chuck Kraus  
Maintenance Worker III 

 
Hire Date:  

July 15, 1996 

Ron Buma  
November 13, 1978 

Mike Wilcock  
July 1, 2004 

Bobby Miller  
April 19, 2004 

Dean Vandermeer  
March 1, 2006 

Kyle Crawford  
May 19, 2008 
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What is the Annual Water Main Flushing Program? 

Conducted every spring, water main flushing is necessary to test 
the hydrants to make sure adequate flow and pressure is      
available. Flushing is also done to remove sediment from the 
pipes in order to maintain water clarity and quality in the        
distribution pipes.                                                                                                                  
                     

Is My Water Safe To Drink After Flushing?                            

Your water is safe to drink. Occasionally, water becomes       
discolored after hydrant flushing. If this happens, run your cold 
water tap for a few minutes until the water clears. If it doesn't 
clear the first time, wait a few minutes and run the water again. 
You should avoid washing clothes until the water clears. 

Water consumption in Battle Ground increases          
dramatically over the summer months.   

 

Here are some simple things that you can do that 
can help ensure our water system can keep up 

with demand, and save you money too! 

Only run your washing machine and dishwasher when 
you have a full load.   
 

Check your faucets for leaks.  If your faucet drips at the 
rate of one drop per second, you can expect to waste 
2,700 gallons of water per year! 
 

Donôt over water your lawn.  On average, lawns only 
need watering every 5 - 7 days during the summer and 
every 10 - 14 days during the winter.   

ANNUAL WATER Main flushing program 

For more information regarding the  
Cityôs Water System, 

 
 
 

Please visit our website: 

www.cityofbg.org  


