
 

 

 
BACKFLOW 
What is it and why is prevention so important? 
 
Backflow is the reverse flow of water from its “normal” 
direction of flow in a piping system.  Water, in a lawn 
sprinkler system for example, may become contami-
nated with weed killers and fertilizers and could poten-
tially backflow into the drinking water.  
 
A backflow assembly is a mechanical device installed 
in plumbing systems that keeps pollutants or contami-
nated water from entering the drinking water system in 
the event of a backflow situation. 
 
If you have a lawn sprinkler system, state and local law 
requires that you have an approved backflow assembly 
installed and tested every year.   
 
Irrigation systems not protected by an approved backflow prevention assembly could 
endanger the health of a household or neighborhood. 
 
Please do your part to keep drinking water safe.   
 
If you have questions about annual testing requirements, backflow preventers (or if you 
don’t know if you have one), please contact the City of Battle Ground Water Depart-
ment at 342-5350. 
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